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Wiki Future
Wikipedia’s founder Jimmy Wales’ advice for the tents and journalism.

Dictionary

By LAURA ROSBROW

Feature Feature

Jimmy Wales is certainly a man of vision. He founded Wikipedia, 
the first free encyclopedia. I had the chance to chat with him in 
early August, when he was at Wikipedia’s annual conference in 
Haifa. 

David Horowitz, Jerusalem Post’s former Editor-in-Chief, did 
an extensive interview with Wales in early May. He asked him 
many questions about Wikipedia and how the Arab Spring would 
affect Israel. 

This interview is a follow up to that one, especially focusing 
on Israel’s recent social unrest. I asked Wales some fun facts 
about Wikipedia, his thoughts on the state of journalism, and the 
media’s role in the tent city protests.

Where did you think your life was going before you started 
Wikipedia?

I was an entrepreneur during the dot com era. I was really only 
thinking a couple of months ahead. I had no idea if I would be 
successful. 

To give you an example, I didn’t go on an airplane until I was 
26. This is all a great change from that. 

What is your favorite Wikipedia definition?

One I really like is called, “Inherently funny words.” At first 
this was probably just a joke article between editors. 

Then it actually was a serious topic. This is a conversation 
between many comedians. Certain words are funnier than other 
words. So now the article cites people like Jerry Seinfeld, George 
Carlin, Krusty the Clown. And you’ll actually learn about the 
subject of humor. 

In your interview in May with David Horowitz, you were 
asked about the Arab Spring and social media’s affects on 
Israel. You said that, “We’re in an era where person-to-person 
communication is more powerful than it used to be.” This was 
a good observation about the peace process, because Israelis 
could show personal sides of the conflict. 

However, the tent cities show that Israelis are more worried 
about economic issues. Does this reflect a gap of understanding 
between citizens and traditional media, which is always 
focused on the peace process? 

Probably. For example in the States, many people are unhappy 
with local TV News because it focuses on stuff like fires and 
robberies. It’s not useful. They do whatever they can run a good 
story for. People aren’t happy. Short term ratings do not serve 
people’s long term needs. 

The media loves stories about conflict. Then, the price of cottage 
cheese gets lost in the shuffle.

I think the tents are wonderful. I won’t say whether or not I 
agree with the goals of the protests, but it’s great to see people 
organizing like that. It’s much better than the Arab Spring. The 
government isn’t bringing in tanks. There’s hope and dialogue. 

In a blog post in 2009, you ask if “magazines are dead?” 
You’ve thought of ways for encouraging more community 
writers. Can you tell me about that?

Communities can come together to do good work. People have 

sent in photos, but there needs to be more news from community writers. Newspapers 
cover what is most popular but there’s a huge amount of other topics that could have 
much bigger interest. It would be great to get more people that love doing things to 
write about what they love to do and send that stuff into local newspapers.  

You also have interesting ideas about how to encourage print sales. 
Part of it is how easy it is to make payments. Finally, it’s easier to buy articles 

on mobile devices. People can buy an app in a second and it’s easy to use. This 
is much easier than getting out your credit card each month when you’re 
using a computer. I think newspapers should really focus on selling apps. 

Magazine content is unique and interesting. I’d pay for it if I can just click 
on an app. 

 
Where will Wikipedia be in 10 years? 
We’re moving to make Wikipedia available to readers offline. First, we 

have improved how to get readable content onto mobile devices. Then, 
especially in the Global South, we are giving DVDs of Wikipedia to rural 
schools. That is important in parts of the world where internet is not fast or 
unavailable. 

We also want to get more articles in languages from the Global South. Right 
now, less than 20% of Wikipedia is in English. I hope in 10 years, less than 
10% will be in English. 

 
What is the most important thing you can tell readers?

We want more people to take part. This is a completely charitable project to have an 
encyclopedia for everyone. We need all the help that we can get. 
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